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self in bitterness of soul, "in order to conquer
the Moors, whose civilisation was higher than
their own, and to annex a few square miles of
mountain range and valley, which must ere long
have fallen without an effort under their lord'
ship, have spent millions of money and sacrificed
thousands of valuable lives, On the other hand,
here am I offering them a whole New World of
marvelous wealth and beauty, and in order to
insure the possession of it they will not put to
hazard a thousand beggarly pieces of silver."
Columbus was mistaken. Queen Isabella was of
high and ambitious temper, gifted, too;' with all
the quick insight pertaining to her acx, and she
had been impressed, in spite of the ridicule cast
upon him, by the enthusiasm of the strange man
at least as much as by the reasonableness of his
deductions. Scarcely had he left the camp before
she repented of the decision that had been taken,
and resolved to rescind it. Forthwith she dia'
patched messengers to bring back the Genoese to
her presence and these messengers overtook
Columbus on the simple stone Bridge of Pines,,
barely six miles north of Granada, a spot thence'
forth forever memorable in the history of the
world.
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